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said corrugated fin, and a widifi of said tubes is smaller than said width of said corrugated 
fm. 



REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the hospitality of the examiner in conducting an interview 
on September 6, 2001. The foregoing amendments to claims 1 and 5 are a result of the 
interview with the examiner in which arguments and amendments for overcoming the cited 
references was discussed. Applicants believe that claims 1 and 5 (and their dependent 
claims) are in condition for allowance. 
p In addition, as for claim 9, Applicants respectfully believe that this claim is clearly a 

^'^<^ ( method of manufacture claim, and should be treated as such by the Patent Office. 

In short. Applicant respectfully asserts that the presently pending claims are patentable 
over the cited art. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully urged that the present claims are in 
condition for allowance. An early notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. Should there be 
any questions regarding this application, the Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at 
the number shown below. 

Respectfully submitted, 




September 24, 2001 

Date Pavan K. 

Reg. No. 40,888 

FOLEY & LARDNER 
Suite 500, 3000 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007-5109 
Phone: (202)672-5300 
Fax: (202) 672-5399 

THE COMMISSIONER IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED TO CHARGE ANY DEFICIENCY OR CREDIT ANY OVERPAYMENT TO DEPOSIT 
ACCOUNT NO. 19-0741. 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

1. (Twice Amended) A heat exchanger core comprising: 

a pair of header members being spaced with a predetermined clearance therebetween 
and disposed opposite to each other; 

tubes and corrugated fins which are interposed between said pair of header members 
and are arranged alternately; and 

a reinforcement member being provided on ends of said mutually-opposing header 
members, 

wherein each of said header members has tube holes into which ends of said tubes 
are fixedly inserted and reinforcement holes into which ends of said reinforcement members 
are fixedly inserted, 

wherein each of said reinforcement holes is formed so as to be of the same size as 
or larger than each of said tube holes, and 

wherein an interval between said reinforcement hole and said tube hole adjacent to 
said reinforcement hole is made equal to an interval between adjacent tube holes^ 

IfL i)c 

wherein said reinforcement hole comprises continuous circular-arch sections being 
formed at both ends thereof in a thickness direction and a linear section being formed 
between said circular-arch sections, and 
^ wherein an in sertion sectio n is formed at an end of said reinforcement member so as 

to have [a] an end face being rectangular in cross section and be fixedly inserted into said 

/reinforcement hole, ^i d^a w idth of said insertion section is made smaller than a width of 
said reinforcement hole as well as larger than a length of the linear section so that said 
insertion section is inserted into said reinforcement hole by press-fitting. 

5. (Amended) A heat exchanger core comprising: 

a pair of header members being spaced with a predetermined clearance therebetween 
and disposed opposite to each other; and 

tubes and corrugated fins which are interposed between said pair of header members 
and are arranged alternately, 

a reinforcement member being provided on ends of said mutually-opposing header 
members, 
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wherein each of header members has tube holes into which ends of said tubes are 
fixedly inserted and reinforcement holes into which ends of said reinforcement members are 
fixedly inserted, said reinforcement member comprises a reinforcing section having a C- 
shaped cross section and insertion sections which are integrally formed with opposite ends 
of said reinforcing section, [and] a width of said reinforcement member is smaller than a 
width of said corrugated fin , and a width of said tubes is smaller than said width of said 
corrugated fin . 



